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| heard astory once about afarmer
who had some puppies for sale. He
made a sign advertising the pups and
nailed it to a post on the edge of his
front garden. As he was nailing the
sign to the post, he felt a tug on his
overals. Helooked downto seealittle
boy with abig grin and something in
his hand.

“Mister,” hesaid, “ | want to abuy
one of your puppies.”

“Well,” said the farmer, “these
puppies come from fine parent and
cost agood deal.”

I Want That One

Thefarmer knelt down and said,

The boy dropped his head for a “Son, you don’t want that puppy. He

moment, then looked back up at the
farmer and said, “I’ ve got thirty-nine
cents. Isthat enough to take alook?’

“Sure,” said the farmer, and with
that he whistled and called out,
“Dolly. Here, Dolly.” Out from the
doghouse and down the ramp ran
Dolly followed by four little balls of
fur. The little boy’s eye danced with
delight.

Then out from the doghouse
peeked another little ball; this one
noticeably smaller. Down the ramp
it slid and began hobbling in an
unrewarded attempt to catch up with
the others. The pup was clearly the
runt of the litter.

The little boy pressed his face to
thefenceand cried out, “1 want that
one!” pointing to the runt.

will never be ableto run and play with
you the way you would like.”

With that the boy reached down and
slowly pulled up one leg of his
trousers. In doing so hereveaed astedl
brace running down both sides of his
leg attaching itself to aspecially made
shoe. Looking up at the farmer, he
said, “You see, sir, | don’t runtoo well
myself, and hewill need someonewho
understands.”

Hebrews 4:15-16

15 For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.

Thoughts on Heb. 4:15-16
by Dr. J. Vernon McGee

Christ was tempted without sin—
tested without sin. In the testing of
Jesus in the wilderness, He could not
havefallen because Heisthe God-man.
But Hewastested, and for that reason
He knows how we feel. We have a
High Priest who under stands us.

Wehave aGreat High Priest who is
always available, and He does
understand. He does not just
understand us theoretically; He was
tested down here, and Hewas" touched
with thefeeling of our infirmities.” He
knew what it was to be hungry. He
knew what it was to be touched with
sorrow—Jesuswept! Hewas“touched
with the feeling of our infirmities ...
yet without sin.”

“L et ustherefore comeboldly unto
thethroneof grace.” | havenever redly
liked our trandation of “boldly,” but
neither do | know how to changeit. The
word boldly, as we use it, has the
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thought of being brazen, or flippant.
Thatisnotrealy theideainthisverse.
It is a very interesting word in the
Greek—par r hesi a. It denotes the
freedom of speech which the
Atheniansprized so highly. They were
perhapsthefirst tofed that theaverage
citizen should have freedom to speak.

“Let ustherefore come [with great
freedom] unto the throne of grace.”
We can speak freely to the Lord Jesus
Christ. | can tell Him things that |
cannot tell you. He understands me.
Heknowsmy weaknesses, and | might
just aswell tell Him. | havelearned to
be very honest with Him. | have not
attempted to become buddy-buddy
with Him—I despise that approach.
He is God, and | come to Him in
wor ship and with reverence. But |
am freeto speak, | can tell Him what
ison my heart. | can open my heart to
Him. | suspect that piousand flowery

prayers are not impressive to Him—
especialy when we are attempting to
cover upwhat isinour heartsand lives.

“Unto the throne of grace.” God's
throneisathrone of grace. Formerly a
throne of judgment, it is now a mercy
seat, athrone of grace.

“That we may obtain mercy.” We
need alot of mercy.

“And find grace to help in time of
need.” David wrote, “The Lorp is my
shepherd; | shall not want” (Ps. 23:1).
Because the Lord is my Shepherd. |
haveaHigh Priestin Heaven, and | can
go to Him as my Shepherd.

Have you been to Him yet today?
What did you tell Him? Did you tell
Him that you love Him? Did you
confess your sins to Him? Well, why
don’'t you? He already knows about it.
Why don’t you tell Him?

Go to Him with freedom and
talk to Him—there is mercy and

grace to help in time of need.
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